CHAPTER VII
Visits to Canada and Berlin
1WAS elected President of the British Association for 1909, when the meeting was to be at Winnipeg. It was just a quarter of a century since the Association had, for the first time in its history, held its meeting outside the British Isles. Then it met at Montreal with Lord Rayleigh, who at that time was Cavendish Professor in Cambridge, as President, while Lord Kelvin was President of Section A. The Association met again in 1897 at Toronto when Sir John Evans was President. It was striking evidence of the immense strides which Canada had made in a quarter of a century that, at the meeting in 1884, Lord Rayleigh paid a visit to Winnipeg, and found that it had not developed beyond the stage when they were ploughing up the streets to get rid of the ruts and make the surface more even. On our arrival we found it a large and prosperous city, with fine buildings set on broad and well-kept streets, and with a population of 200,000.
My wife, brother and son accompanied me on my visit, and in August 1909 we travelled from Liverpool to Quebec by the C.P.R. boat the Empress of Ireland. We sailed up the St. Lawrence to Quebec, and arrived there one evening in the late twilight. The approach to Quebec was so beautiful that after all these years I often try to recall it. The river was quite calm, there was no wind, there was not a cloud in the sky, which made a deep violet background for a crescent moon over the Heights of Abraham, 194